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Uncovering DC’s Economic Disparity from its Marble Monuments 

 Tourists come every year to visit monuments and the Smithsonian. University students 

call Washington D.C. home, but they only see the surface of the history that this city holds and 

what the community is facing now. There is much more than marble and internships. 

 In 1968, DC was home to the Poor People’s Campaign. This campaign, planned by 

Martin Luther King Jr., brought 7,000 people to not only protest, but to live on the Washington 

Mall in Resurrection City (Cho, 2017). The Poor People’s Campaign protested nationwide 

economic disparities. At the time, about 13 percent of the United States population, 25 million 

people, were living below the poverty line (Lohr, 2008).  

 Today, work still needs to be done as this disparity persists. DC continues to struggle 

with similar issues, including certain Wards maintaining concentrated levels of child poverty and 

much lower median family incomes.  

Overall child poverty has decreased in DC, but in 2015, Ward 8’s child poverty rate was 

49 percent, compared to Ward 3 with a rate of 2.9 percent (Stein, 2017). These rates also reflect a 

slight increase in these Wards from 2010 (Stein, 2017). 

The median family income in Ward 7 decreased from $34,562 to $31,273 between 2006-

2010 and 2010-2015, while Ward 2’s increased from $114,752 to $189,324 (Stein, 2017). 

In 2017, DC’s homeless population stood at 7,473, an increase of 8.9 percent over the last 

five years (Jamison, 2017). In this period, the number of homeless people in families increased 

from 3,890 from 3,169 (Jamison, 2017). 

The local government maintains its efforts to improve the situations of those struggling 

and limit the disparity, but these issues require more than this and need support from the whole 

community. 
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The DC Public Library leads the way in assisting DC’s homeless and low income 

populations. By hosting a variety of programs to for job searching and learning computer skills, 

DCPL helps these populations directly. 

Other organizations and businesses need to step up their efforts as they are members of 

this community. Being a part of a community means supporting other members. DCPL does this 

well, but organizations should take charge to become better advocates for those facing economic 

hardship. This could take the form of volunteering, donating, or fundraising.  

Working to decrease this disparity may seem daunting as new people fall into 

homelessness every day, but there is hope. The DC community can to stand together as a united 

force to make a difference just like those who participated in the Poor People’s Campaign in 

1968. 

Angela DiGiaimo is a senior at American University.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DiGiaimo 3 

 

Works Cited 

Cho, N. (2017). Poor People’s Campaign (December 4, 1967 – June 19, 1968). Retrieved from 

http://www.blackpast.org/aah/poor-peoples-campaign-december-4-1967-june-19-1968   

Jamison, P. (May 10 2017). D.C. homeless population drops 11 percent, report says. Retrieved 

from https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/dc-homeless-population-drops-

11-percent-report-says/2017/05/10/86d34546-3592-11e7-b412-

62beef8121f7_story.html?utm_term=.b17bb07e3685  

Lohr, K. (June 19 2008). Poor People's Campaign: A Dream Unfulfilled. Retrieved from 

https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=91626373   

Stein, P. (April 18 2017). As D.C. families get richer, staggering disparities persist, report finds. 

Retrieved from https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/as-dc-families-get-richer-

staggering-disparities-persist-report-finds/2017/04/17/8fa41700-238a-11e7-b503-

9d616bd5a305_story.html?utm_term=.9127556f83d6  

 

 

http://www.blackpast.org/aah/poor-peoples-campaign-december-4-1967-june-19-1968
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/dc-homeless-population-drops-11-percent-report-says/2017/05/10/86d34546-3592-11e7-b412-62beef8121f7_story.html?utm_term=.b17bb07e3685
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/dc-homeless-population-drops-11-percent-report-says/2017/05/10/86d34546-3592-11e7-b412-62beef8121f7_story.html?utm_term=.b17bb07e3685
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/dc-homeless-population-drops-11-percent-report-says/2017/05/10/86d34546-3592-11e7-b412-62beef8121f7_story.html?utm_term=.b17bb07e3685
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=91626373
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/as-dc-families-get-richer-staggering-disparities-persist-report-finds/2017/04/17/8fa41700-238a-11e7-b503-9d616bd5a305_story.html?utm_term=.9127556f83d6
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/as-dc-families-get-richer-staggering-disparities-persist-report-finds/2017/04/17/8fa41700-238a-11e7-b503-9d616bd5a305_story.html?utm_term=.9127556f83d6
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/as-dc-families-get-richer-staggering-disparities-persist-report-finds/2017/04/17/8fa41700-238a-11e7-b503-9d616bd5a305_story.html?utm_term=.9127556f83d6

